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Special Advisory on DotAsia Organisation’s Nature as a

Not-for-Profit Community Corporation
Date Issued: August 27, 2008

This special advisory is issued in response to recent seemingly misguided media reports regarding
the nature of the DotAsia Organisation. As a brief clarification:
o DotAsia is a not-for-profit, membership-based organisation with a charitable purpose
o DotAsia does not conflict with local ccTLDs
o DotAsia firmly believes that the participation in the governance of .Asia is not a conflict of
interest for individuals related to local ccTLDs.
o DotAsia appreciates the continued support from the community in Hong Kong

DotAsia Organisation is a not-for-profit, membership-based organisation incorporated as a “limited
by guarantee and not having a share capital” corporation in Hong Kong. DotAsia has a focused
mission dedicated to the needs of the community to create a globally visible domain that embodies
the successful, co-operative atmosphere among the Asia Internet.

The objects of DotAsia explicitly includes liaising with operators of country code top level domains
(ccTLDs — such as: “.cn”, “.jp”, “.kr”, “.in”, “.sg”, etc.). Membership is open for all ccTLDs in Asia.
Today, DotAsia has 24 members', and the elected board of directors include representatives from
China (.cn — CNNIC), Japan (.jp — JPRS), Korea (.kr — NIDA), Macau (.mo — MONIC), Singapore
(.sg — SGNIC) among others around Asia®. As such, DotAsia firmly believes that the participation
in the governance of .Asia is not a conflict of interest for individuals related to local ccTLDs.
DotAsia is committed to the continued integrity of our processes and is dedicated to addressing
conflict of interest issues where appropriate. Our processes had won high accolades from the

community around the world.

A core mandate of DotAsia is to contribute its proceeds to socio-technological advancement
initiatives for the Internet community in Asia. Such contributions are directed towards initiatives
such as: (a) digital inclusion projects to bridge the digital divide; (b) educational initiatives, e.g.
scholarships and promotion of Internet adoption, etc.; and, (c) research and development projects,
including relief and rebuild efforts in the wake of disasters. Our participation in initiatives, e.g.: the
Information Society Innovation Fund (www.isif.asia), Relief.Asia (www.relief.asia), the APNG
Camps®, and matching funds for ISOC Project Funding* in cooperation with HKCSS (Hong Kong
Council of Social Service) and ISOC HK for the Digital Solidarity Fund® project; are examples of
our commitment to the development of the Internet community in Hong Kong and around Asia.

Finally, DotAsia appreciates the expressed support by the Internet community in Hong Kong®.
Throughout the establishment of the DotAsia Organisation, from its inception in 2000, through the
ICANN process from 2003 to 2006, and the launch of the .Asia domain between 2007 and 2008,
DotAsia is thankful for the encouraging support from distinguished individuals from around the
world and especially in Hong Kong.

DotAsia looks forward to the continued support from Hong Kong as “Asia’s World City”, and an
amicable environment within the local Internet community at its host city. DotAsia sincerely urges
and openly invites the media to communicate with us to gain a clearer perspective of our work, our
governance, and the nature of our operations.

Please do not hesitate to contact us directly through: mediainquiries@registry.asia
(+852.35.20.26.35).
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! http://www.registry.asia/about/members.html

2 http://www.registry.asia/about/board_and_advisory council.html

® http://www.apng.org/10thcamp.htm

* http://www.isoc.org/isoc/chapters/projects/awards.php?id=7

® http://itrc.hkcss.org.hk/program/channel.php?channellD=32&channelName=Digital+Solidarity+Fund&&lang=en (Eng)
http://itrc.hkcss.org.hk/program/channel.php?channellD=35&channelName=%BC%C6%BDX%A6%40%BF %C4%B0%F
2%AA%F7&&lang=hk (4 2)

® hitp://www.registry.asia/about/members.html#supporters
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